Town considers renovation | IndyStar.com Page 1 of 3

IndyStar.com # Weather # Jobs # Cars # Real Estate % Apartments # Shopping # Classifieds # Dating

I N DYSTAR M Customer Service | Mobile | Subsci
*CO Indiana®s Mo. 1 local media site

Local News Nation/World Opinion Business Sports Living Entertainment Travel Obituaries

search: | All 1 ﬂl

Today's top stories

» Myers among early

suspects in

Behrman case

- Candidates back IndyStar.com » Metro & State » Hamilton County + Fishers + Fishers news
gay marriage ban
 FFA helps build
up, clean up

neighborhood Town considers renovation

- Tickets gone for
president's visit $700,000 may be spent on Ambassador House

 Charges filed in
mortgage case

« Man charged with TOP CAR DEALS POMBREED B
tax-cheating

October 18, 2006

Advertisement

Dreyer & Reinbold BMW VW

Get a free electric guitar with the purchase of a new VW—and
Top News stories play it through your car’s audio speakers! Infiniti FX Sport Utility

for only $299 for just 12 months!!

* FFA helps build Tom Wood Pontiac GMC Mazda
up, clean up 2007 Pontiac G6 $199 / month 2007 Mazda CX-7 $171 / month
neighborhood

Tom Wood Lexus

* Some glad to 2007 Lexus ES 350 $37,067

regain morning light;
others enjoyed long *iew all Top Car Deals
days

« N.J. high court
opens the door to
gay marriage

+ Membership fees By Richard D. Walton
would pay most

fitness center staff

« Set for scares

Advertisement

TalkBack: Post a comment

FISHERS -- It looks like a 175-year-old house will get a facelift.
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Facelift possible: The Ambassador
House was built in the early 1830s
and moved from 96th Street and
Allisonville Road to Heritage Park in
1996. The town is pondering paying
for a renovation that could include
gardens for outdoor weddings. -
2002 Star file photo

The Fishers Town Council has directed staff to look into investing at least $700,000 to renovate and restore tr
Pending final council approval, renovation could begin next year, said Town Manager Gary Huff.

The house was once the home of prominent Indianapolis attorney Addison Harris, who was a U.S. ambassad:
in 1996 from its original location at 96th Street and Allisonville Road to a town park near 106th Street and Elle

Despite fundraising efforts by local residents and preservationists, the house has sat vacant.
Pam Newell, the renovation project's coordinator, can't hide her excitement about the council's action.
The house, she said, needs to be preserved. "It gives us a connection with the world."

After restoration, there would be public tours of the house and special events. The wooden, 21/2-story building
a tea set and her textile collection, also may be displayed.

The house was built in the early 1830s, passed on to assorted owners and bought by Addison Harris in 1880.
After his death, the land went to India. She died in 1948, two months shy of her 100th birthday.

The property was donated to Indiana University, which sold part of the land for construction of a cemetery anc
sold for development.

Carol Ann Schweikert, a consultant on the renovation project, said the house was narrowly saved.
"The developers basically said move or lose it," she said.
To move it, the house had to be cut in half and transported roughly three miles to the new location. Schweiker

"It looked like a mother duck and her ducklings because it had the big front portion, and then the small L in the
site overlooking White River.

A historic preservation committee kept the Ambassador House in the public eye. Grants were sought. A video
About a month ago, the Town Council took its step to renovate the house and plant the garden, which is expe

Council President Scott Faultless said he wants the Ambassador House site to be "something the whole town
community with a rich history.

Call Star reporter Richard D. Walton at (317) 444-6289.
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